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SUB J : NO PROGRESS IN EXPRESS CASE 
REF: (A) BOMBAY 2253, (B) CALCUTTA 2124 

1 . ACCORDING TO LOCAL INDIAN EXPRESS SOURCES, THE GOI IS DELIBER- 
ATELY ATTEMPTING TO DELAY THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE EXPRESS CASE IN 
THE BOMBAY HIGH COURT. THE SOURCES STATED THAT ON AUGUST 26 THE 
GOI CHIEF CENSOR OFFICER FAILED TO APPEAR BEFORE THE COURT UNDER 
THE PRETEXT THAT HE WAS NOT WELL. THE HEARING OF THE CASE WILL 
RESUME TODAY. THUS FAR THERE HAS BEEN NO PROGRESS IN WORKING OUT 
A MUTUALLY SUITABLE TIME FOR PRE-CENSORSHIP CLEARANCE OF PAGE 
PROOFS. GOM CENSORS ARE CONTINUING TO DELAY THE CLEARANCE UNDER 
SPECIFIC GOI INSTRUCTIONS, AND EDITIONS ARE STILL ONE DAY LATE. 

2. GOM CENSOR OFFICE SOURCES BELIEVE THAT THE GOI INSTRUCTION ON 
DELAY IN CLEARING THE PAGE PROOFS IS DESIGNED TO FORCE THE INDIAN 
EXPRESS TO WITH-DRAW ITS DEFAMATION CASE AGAINST THE SAMACHAR. 
UNLESS AND UNTIL THE CASE IS WITHDRAWN, AGREEMENT ON PAGE PROOF 
CLEARANCE WILL NOT BE WORKED OUT BILATERALLY. THESE SOURCES 
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EDITIONS WILL IN THE FIRST INSTANCE HAVE TO BE SETTLED IN NEW 
DELHI BETWEEN THE EXPRESS AND GOI. 

3. ADVERTISEMENTS IN BOMBAY SISTER PUBLICATIONS OF THE EXPRESS 
HAVE STARTED SHRINKING, WITH RESULTANT MOUNTING FINANCIAL LOSSES. 
BETWEEN AUGUST 18 AND 30 THE TOTAL ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE INDIAN 
EXPRESS HAVE SHRUNK IN HALF. AS AGAINST 55 COLUMNS OF ADVERTISE- 
MENTS IN THE AUGUST 18 TEN PAGE EDITION, THE AUGUST 30 EDITION 
WAS EIGHT PAGES, CARRYING ONLY 27 COLUMNS OF ADVERTISEMENTS. 
SURPRISINGLY IN LIGHT OF REF B THE PROPORTION OF GOVERNMENT AND 
SEMI-GOVERNMENT TO TOTAL ADVERTISEMENTS HAS REMAINED ALMOST THE 
SAME DURING THIS PERIOD, POSSIBLY BECAUSE OF CONTRACTS IN FORCE. 
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